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Reminder! 
 

Dare we say it "booking for 
Christmas" while we try to always 

offer short notice appointments the 
run up to Christmas is already 

starting to fill up - so recommend get 
booking now.  
Many thanks, 
Sarah & Karla 

Groomed and Living to Pawfection
38 High Street, Crediton EX17 3JP 

Tel: 01363 777113 
www.groomedtopawfection.com 

 

Your FREE monthly Newsletter: 

Elvis and Joe 

Join Us on: 

Facebook - don't forget to join our 
facebook page to get offers & make 
sure your pet gets lots of votes in our 
pet of the month. 
https://www.facebook.com/groomedan
dlivingtopawfection?fref=ts 
 

September 2013 

“For the last few months we’ve had summer fun, now it’s time to prepare for Autumn to come!” 

Autumn is coming, which means the leaves will be changing colors, the 
days will be getting shorter, and the weather will be getting colder. The 
cooler the climate gets, the more you’ll be thinking about getting 
outside to enjoy the last bits of warm weather we have until winter 
rears its ugly head. 
 
There are a number of ways to enjoy activities outdoors even as the 
mercury begins to drop. In September, a few hot days still remain, so 
you can even hold on to a few of your summer habits before October 
rolls around. On cooler days, you have only to add a jacket, sweatshirt, 
or a hat to enjoy the outdoors with the most possible comfort. 
 
Your dog, too, will appreciate the time spent outdoors. Many dogs, 
particularly hearty and athletic breeds, actually need a lot of this 
outdoor time even as the weather begins to cool. Many breeds, 
including Bernese Mountain Dogs and German Shepherds, have coats 
that are well-suited for cooler temperatures. Many dogs have coats that 
change along with the weather—all you have to do as the owner is sit 
back and let mother nature do the work. 
 
So don’t let the cooling temperatures of autumn prevent you from 
getting outdoors and letting your “outdoor” breeds out as often as they 
like. Just because it’s a little cooler outside doesn’t mean your dog will 
prefer the indoors. Dogs are just as likely to enjoy sniffing, running, 
tracking, and searching for bugs in September as they are in the most 
pleasant days in June. 
 
Of course, that’s no reason you can’t take a few precautions to keep 
your dog comfortable if you desire. If you keep your dog outdoors, you 
might consider adding a thick blanket to their doghouse in order to 
increase the insulation quality of the structure.  
 
Be sure to read more about your dog’s specific breeds to make sure 
you know how to treat it on those coolest of September days. In some 
cases, you may have to do nothing at all but sit back and let your dog’s 
naturally thick coat handle all the insulation your dog requires. 
 
With all of this about the temperature dropping, don’t forget to pay 
attention to the heat, either. The September sun can still pack a wallop. 
If you spend a lot of time out in the sun, remember to wear sunscreen. 
Make sure both you and your dog stay hydrated in the outdoors, as 
well. Just because you flipped through another month in the calendar 
doesn’t mean that the rules have completely changed. 
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 IF YOU ARE NEW TO THIS NEWSLETTER PLEASE TAKE A MOMENT TO READ THIS 
PAGE AND FIND OUT MORE ABOUT WHAT I COULD DO FOR YOU AND YOUR PET! 

Five Important points to look for when 
choosing a good Dog Groomer! 

 

It’s important to remember that not all groomers are the 
same and that the service they provide will not always 
be what you’d expect. It’s so important that the person 
who grooms and cares for your dog does so to the 
highest standard. Because it’s critical that you have 
trust and confidence in this person, we have highlighted 
the five benefits that a good groomer will provide to 
you: 
 
1.  Assurance that the care and welfare of your 
dog is their top priority: 
Any good groomer is first and foremost a dog lover, so 
caring for your dog comes as second nature to them and 
is given at all times. By providing breaks during the 
clipping process and by never leaving your dog 
unsupervised, they reduce unnecessary stress while 
ensuring safety and security. They also attend to your 
dog’s basic needs by providing them with such things as 
fresh drinking water. 
 
2.  Grooming of the highest standards that reflects 
the needs of you and your dog: 
A good groomer must be able to demonstrate the ability 
to groom your dog to high standards and to provide an 
appropriate look for your pet. They must have the ability 
to accurately determine your needs while advising you 
on different options for style and finish. A good groomer 
will never inflict pain or undue stress on your pet just to 
achieve a certain style. 
 
3.  Understanding of the different temperaments 
and characteristics of dogs: 
As not all dogs are the same, they cannot all be 
approached and handled the same. For example, a shy 
and slightly fearful dog requires calmness and patience, 
while a lively bouncy dog may require immediate 
leadership. A good groomer will be able to adapt their 
approach to meet the psychological and behavioral 
needs of different dogs to ensure minimum stress during 
the grooming experience. 
 
4.  Quality products and methods that do not risk 
the health of your pet: 
A good groomer will never compromise on the quality of 
products they use on your pet. Cheap dog products are 
available everywhere, yet they can cause severe health 
problems for your dog. Therefore, you must be confident 
that your groomer uses quality controlled professional 
grooming products. A good groomer will never cut 
corners with their products just to save money or to 
provide cheaper rates. 
 
5.  Advice and information on all aspects of dog 
ownership: 
It’s important that you have someone to turn to when 
you need advice or help with your dog, and a good 
groomer will be this person. While groomers cannot 
offer all of the answers, such as a medical diagnosis, 
they should be knowledgeable enough to offer some 
assistance and to point you in the right direction. A good 
groomer will always attempt to identify and inform you 
of any physical or behavioral changes that may indicate 
a health problem. This can make all the difference in 
recovery, as early detection ensures early treatment. 
 

As a groomer, the above five benefits are the guide by 
which we provide our services. Dogs and grooming are 
our passion, not just our business. By bringing your dog 
to us for grooming, you can be assured that you and 
your dog will receive all five benefits as well as the care 
and service that you deserve. Call for an appointment today. Tel: 01363 777113 

Groomed and Living to Pawfection 
“Expert in leaving your dog looking pawfect”

What you can Expect if you Bring your Dog to us! 
 

Would you like your dog groomed so that they’re looking gorgeous 
and left just the way you want them to look?  Do you want their coat 
smelling delightful so there’s no more ‘doggy’ smell in your home?  
Would you like their coat feeling as soft as velvet and just a dream to 
cuddle?  And above all, do you want reassurance that your dog is 
getting the same gentle care and kindness during grooming that you 
give them at home?    
 

Well, you’ve just found a groomer that can provide everything you 
want, plus much, much more!     
 

With us, you can be sure that your dog will be groomed to the 
highest standard.  You’ll be so pleased with how they look that you’ll 
be proud to walk them down your street and show them off to your 
neighbours - just like the many other clients we have. 
 

When we advice you on grooming styles for your pet, we always take 
your preferences, lifestyle and your dog’s character into account.  
The health, safety and welfare of your pet are always my priority, so 
you can have peace of mind knowing that you’ll get the best advice 
available to help you choose the right options for your dog. 
 

As a good and caring dog owner, you’ll want your pet to be healthy 
and happy.  Therefore, it’ll be reassuring to know that with us you’ll 
have someone looking out for potential health issues and changes in 
your dog – some that may only be noticeable during grooming.  Early 
detection of worrying ailments can make all the difference to your 
pet, so we make sure to keep a close eye during grooming.        
 

Your dog will be well looked after and will always get the ‘one to one’ 
attention that they need.  You’ll always feel confident that they’re in 
the safest of hands with us; We can assure you of that. 
 

Your pet deserves the best so we only use the best and safest 
products that will get their coat looking gorgeous but won’t ever 
cause them harm.   Others may choose to use cheaper, inferior 
products in grooming but that’s something we simply will not 
compromise on. 
 

With us, you’ll also have someone to turn to if you have issues or 
worries about your pet.  Advice and help is a free extra service we’re 
more than happy to provide.  You can call us if you ever have any 
problems or just need to chat about your little friend.  
 

Have your dog gorgeously groomed so that they’re left 
looking and smelling wonderful.  You’ll be delighted with 
how they look and you’ll be so proud to show them off to 
your family and friends. 

 

 You’ll never have to worry when you leave your pet with 
me.  They’ll be groomed in a clean, relaxed environment 
where only the best and safest products are used. 

 

 As a customer of ours, you’ll get the respect and service 
from us that all good dog owners like you deserve.  

 

 Help and advice is freely given so you’ll always have 
someone to turn to if you ever have a problem or a worry 
about your little friend.   

 

 We use a calm, ‘tender loving’ approach when grooming, 
where patience, praise and kindness is assured.   

 

 And of course, kisses and cuddles for your little buddy are 
provided in abundance.  They’ll just love being groomed 
with us and you’ll love how they look afterwards!
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How Often Should You Give Your  
Dog a Bath? 

 

It’s one of the most common questions amongst 
both seasoned and inexperienced dog groomers: 
how often should you bathe your dog? 
 
The truth is that there is no one answer. Dogs 
without any particular skin problems to speak of can 
actually last a long time without bathing without 
developing any serious hygiene or health problems. 
Other dogs, particularly those with heavy coats that 
need brushing and washing, will require bathing as 
often as every other day. 
 
Some owners choose to bathe their dogs every day, 
but in most cases this is unnecessary. However, 
sometimes the frequency with which you bathe your 
dog should correspond to your dog’s behavior. For 
example, if your dog has been out in the rain and 
rolling in the mud, then your usual rule of “every 
other day” could—and should—fly out the window. 
However, sometimes these considerations are more 
for the cleanliness of your home rather than the 
cleanliness of your dog! 
 

HOMEMADE TREATS! 
 

We have launched our own homemade treats which 
all seem to be getting the K9 approval - with Joe's 
flea away, Elvis's ABC, Sarah's Orchard treat, and a 
few more.   

Stained Glass Pet Portraits 

Looking for something different for the pet owner 
how about a portrait of your pet to hang in a window 
or against a wall, as a reminder of a treasured 
member of the family. Come in see examples of 
Richards work and we can take you through the 
ordering process. 

Mental health Assistant Dogs 

http://mhadogstest.wordpress.com/ 
 

One in four people in the UK experience some sort of 
mental health problem at some point in their life, and it is 
very clear from talking with other people with mental 
health problems that MHADogs could provide significant 
benefits to these people. 
 

Mental Health Assistance Dogs are trained to assist mental 
health sufferers in the UK to lead ‘normal’ lives, and have 
someone they can always turn to and count on when times 
are bad. It has been proven in the USA that Psychiatric 
Service Dogs are very good working in this field. They 
assist with tasks as well as helping with the handler’s 
conditions. 

Recommendation for somewhere to stop and refresh 
during or after a walk: 

 

The Mare & Foal, Yeoford is a 
traditional local pub offering the finest, 

locally sourced food and real ales. 

Choosing the Right Breed of Dog 
 

How do you know which dog is right for you? For 
starters, you can narrow it down by breed. 
 
First, consider the types of breeds that would 
match your lifestyle. If you live on a large farm 
with plenty of room for roaming, you can easily 
host an athletic, outdoor-oriented dog like a 
German Shepherd or a Labrador Retriever. On the 
otherh and, if you live in a small apartment in the 
city, a Maltese might be happier. 
 
Second, consider that not all dogs are purebred. 
It’s important to know all of the breeds that went 
into making the dog you’re choosing—or, at the 
very least, the most prominent breed it belongs to. 
 
Third, research the breeds to look for special 
requirements and medical issues. It may be 
required that you walk one breed of dog twice a 
day to get it the amount of exercise that it’s 
accustomed to. Other dogs may do perfectly well 
without being exercised much at all. You’re going 
to have to tailor your behavior and training 
methods to your dog’s breed. You can’t make a 
German Shepherd behave like a toy dog, and vice 
versa. 
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You know you love your dogs when: 
 

See 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Groomed and Living to Pawfection 
38 High Street, Crediton EX17 3JP 

Tel: 01363 777113 
www.groomedtopawfection.com 

Newsletter Copyright! 
 

This newsletter is provided to you every month so that I can 
give a little bit extra back to you.  The content has been 
carefully selected in order to provide you with the best possible 
information.  Hopefully you find it entertaining and useful.   
 

Much of the information and articles have been sourced from a 
Dog Grooming publication company and it is strictly copyright 
protected.  So I’m afraid it can’t be copied or re-used.  If you 
are ever given a newsletter from another groomer with similar 
information and articles, I’d be grateful if you’d let me know.  

The information provided in this newsletter and on any additional documents herein is for guidance purposes only.  It must not be construed as veterinary or 
legal advice.  Always seek fully trained veterinary advice if you have a health issue with your pet.  As far as is reasonably practical the publisher endeavors to 
ensure that this information is accurate and correct.  However the publisher cannot be held responsible for inaccuracies, omissions or mistakes.  Neither can 

we be held liable for any damages, howsoever caused, resulting from the information contained in this document.   
If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter please let us know.  
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How to Clean Mud from Your Dog’s Nails 
and Paws 

 
In the event that the tips from the preceding article 
didn’t work, you’ll need to figure out the best way to get 
mud and dirt out of your dog’s paws. 
 
One favorite tool of dog groomers is the cotton swab. 
Cotton swabs are great for jobs that require this kind of 
precise cleaning. It may take a bit of cajoling to get your 
dog to sit by idly as you clean its paws, but the cotton 
swabs can make such quick work of it that the 
headaches are kept to a minimum. 
 
A trick to keep in mind for using cotton swabs is to let 
your dog sit naturally and hold its paw from the top. You 
may have to “guess” a bit at the areas you’re cleaning, 
but your dog is much more likely to be cooperative if it 
can sit or lay comfortably throughout the process. 
 
Another fun technique is to let your dog play in water, if 
at all possible. A wet paw is more likely to wipe away 
dirt and mud clean than if your dog has allowed the dirt 
to cake itself dry. And remember to clean your dog’s 
paw as soon as you recognize that there’s dirt to be 
cleaned; otherwise, it might dry up and stay there a 
while. 

Getting Your Dog to Stop Digging 
 
You do a good job of keeping your dog groomed, 
including keeping its nails clean. But when your 
dog develops a nasty habit of digging in your 
yard, there’s virtually nothing you can do to keep 
them clean all the time. 
 
Nip the problem in the bud by keeping a few tips 
in mind to keep your dog from digging. 
 
First, remember that digging is often a problem of 
boredom. Stimulating your dog with regular walks 
and mental training will keep them occupied and 
desiring a restful, calm state. Your dog isn’t going 
to start digging when it’s restful and calm, so 
that’s the aim! 
 
Second, give your dog tasks. Shepherds and 
retrievers are great at seeking out objects and 
bringing them back. They need something to do, 
and when you don’t give them a job, they resort 
to digging. Give them tasks like retrieving or 
gnawing on a bone. 
 
Third, give your dog a stimulating environment. If 
it’s trapped in the yard all day with nothing but 
dirt as its entertainment, guess what it’s going to 
use in order to pass the time? Dirt! 
 


