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 “Your dog getting pampered in a bath full of bubbles, groomed to perfection & given plenty of cuddles!” 

Groomed and Living to Pawfection
The Creedy Centre, 117 High Street, Crediton EX17 3LG 

Tel: 01363 777113 
www.groomedtopawfection.com 

 

Your FREE monthly Newsletter: 

Elvis and Joe 

The natural choice for your Dog, Cat, Rabbit and Guinea Pig 

Groomed & Living 
to Pawfection

Join Us on: 

Events we have coming up! 
 

FREE MICRO-CHIPPING 
In partnership with Mid Devon 

Council and the Dogs Trust we are 
holding another free micro-chipping 

event on Saturday 6th July. 

Fun Exercise Tip For Your Dog  
- Hide and Seek Treats! 

 

Dogs love a good challenge to keep them 
occupied and, since they love treats too, 
they have lots of fun looking for treats 
you’ve hidden from them. Show them a treat 
and then hide it within their reach in another 
room. Tell them to seek it and then praise 
them when they’ve found it. Or, place treats 
in an upside-down container or inside of a 
treat toy so that they can play and work 
towards their reward.  This will help to keep 
their minds well stimulated. 

Hello and welcome to the June edition of this newsletter! Lots of people 
are planning trips or going on holiday right now, and if you’re fortunate 
enough to be one of them, here’s wishing you a lovely time wherever 
you may go. 
  
Whether you’ll be traveling or staying close to home to enjoy your time 
off in the coming months, this is really a good time to think on all the 
measures you can take to keep your dogs safe, happy and healthy—
here and abroad.  
 
With people and dogs both spending more time outdoors right now, 
there’s a higher chance of dogs running off or getting separated from 
their owners. To reduce the chance of this happening to you, be sure to 
keep your dog on a lead whenever you’re out in open areas, even if 
your dog is typically obedient. Sometimes there’s just no stopping them 
when they get the urge to chase after something!  
 
Also, keep a tag with your contact information on your dog’s collar at all 
times, and if you haven’t already done so, consider having your dog 
micro-chipped. These simple precautions can really make all the 
difference in your efforts to find your dog if they get lost.  
 
If you’ll be traveling, try to plan for your dog’s needs well in advance to 
be sure that you’ve got everything ready for them beforehand. When 
taking them along, it’s helpful to put a checklist together of all you’ll 
need for both the trip and destination. 
 
If going abroad airlines often require proof of vaccination and a recent 
report from your vet indicating that the dog is healthy. It’s also 
important to let your vet know where you’re going, as you may need to 
take additional precautions against foreign disease or parasites. 
 
Travel by car is a bit easier in terms of documentation, but it requires 
just as much preplanning! Be sure to take plenty of water, food and 
toys for the journey, as well as a lead. It’s helpful to take along a map 
of pet-friendly areas along the way, too, as it saves you time looking for 
a rest stop. 
 
But, of course, you can always board your dogs or hire a pet sitter if 
you’re unable to take them along. Whatever the case may be, what’s 
important is that you give yourself time to make all the necessary 
arrangements before leaving. By doing so, you and your dogs can leave 
the stress behind and get on with having a wonderful time! 
 
 

Inside this Issue: 
 

• Get the ‘Look’ you want! 
 

• Is your Dog Overweight 
 

• Caring for Dog’s Eyes 
 

• A Summer Gone to the Dogs 
    

June 2013 

Did You Know? 
 

* The spine-chilling green colour you 
see at night in the eyes of dogs and cats 
is due to a reflective area of the eye 
that helps them see more clearly in 
darkness. This area, called the tapetum 
lucidum, is especially helpful to them 
during low-light hours, which is when 
they prefer hunting for their prey. 
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For those that have had grooms 
recently you may have been 
noticing a new smell emerging 
from your dog afterwards and 
some of you may of even picked 
the scent your dog was going to 
wear! 

 

Reports are that the smells are 
being loved and lasting for ages. 

So why not keep a favourite scent or a range of pet cologne at 
home and have your dog smelling to suit your mood.  
As with all K9 Herbal Solutions products – they are all natural.   
Don’t forget some of our other amazing K9 Herbal 
solutions products 
 

Ear Cleaner  -  An all natural general purpose ear cleaner. 
That gently removes all dirt and debris without any harsh 
chemicals. Can be used for frequent use on all small animals. 
 

Stain  Release Cream -  ideal for combating the’ 
gunk’ around the eyes   -  contains natural cleaning 
agents  which allows for easier application to the eye area for 
tear staining. Can be used on any area of the coat where 
staining occurs. Cleans the pores of the skin as well as the 
coat and provides a protective barrier. 

 Animal First Aid Course 
9th June 2013 

As a pet or as a working companion you always want to provide the best for your dog or cat, so if they became injured 
would you know what to do?  Are you able to recognize the early signs of poor health? 

This course is designed not to replace veterinary intervention, but to give you are a dog or cat owner the knowledge and 
skills to provide first aid, until veterinary help is available. 

The Course will provide:   
Up-to-date techniques taught by a Veterinary Professional 

High quality replica dogs to practice bandaging on 
A ‘resusci-dog’ to practice canine CPR 

Samples of first aid equipment to practice with 
Comprehensive course booklet to take home 

Certificate of Attendance 
This course aims to support the Kennel Club Accreditation Scheme for Instructors in Dog Training and Canine Behaviour  

(Module A2 element vi). 
This course is presented by a Veterinary Professional who aims to give the attendees the  most up-to-date and scientifically based 

information regarding Dog First Aid. The course  lasts approximately 3 hours and is intended to be affordable and useful for all types 
of dog handlers.

Basic Health Signs: 
 

Wounds, Burns, Bleeding and Shock 
Limbs 
Skin Conditions 
Respiratory Problems 
Resuscitation 
Stomach Conditions 
Epilepsy 
Eye Injuries 

First Aid Situations: 
 

Road Traffic Accident 
Electrocution 
Chemical Poisoning 
Ingested Poisoning 
Animal Fight 
Animal Drowning 
Heat Stroke 

For tickets and further details please either book online at www.groomedtopawfection.com at follow the 
animal first aid link, or call into Groomed & Living to Pawfection 117 High Street, Crediton. 

Tel 01363 777113 
Dog First Aid   09:30—12:30         £35-00 
Cat First Aid  13:00—16:30           £35.00 

Salon News! 
Staff Vacancy: 
We are excited to announce we have the opportunity to take on two 
apprentices 16 -17yrs old to complete Level 2 small animal care with 
dog grooming. This will be working in partnership with Haddon 
College. Please encourage candidate to call in for an application form. 
 

Warm welcome: 
We would like to extend a warm welcome to Danielle Cooper who has 
joined us. Danielle is like the rest of us good for a chat and loves her 
cups of tea! Danielle will be the lovely voice you will hear more often 
when you telephone in.  
We also give a massive warm welcome to Dee Weiner who has been 
volunteering with us for almost a year on Tuesday mornings while she 
has been studying level 1 animal care at Bicton College.  Dee is going 
to take her next step in animal care and complete her level 2 animal 
care with dog grooming with us and in partnership with Haddon 
College. 
 

The Move 
For those that have not heard we are moving from The Creedy Centre 
to 38 High Street, Crediton. The place that used to be known as 
Treloars, next door to ‘Spoons’. To celebrate our move all pets that 
come in for a full groom between 1st May and 1st July will be entered 
into a draw to win a free full groom*. The draw will take place on our 
open day on the 6th July. Make sure you put 6th July in your diary for 
our celebrations. 
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Word Scramble! 
Unscramble the letters to reveal a quote on dogs 
 
        
  T       E        H                T       M       S        O 
 
            
 O    F     T    C     E     I     F    A    A     N    T     E 
 
        
  R       E       R        A       T        C       U       E 
 
            
N     I            T    E     H           L    W    O    D    R 
 
            
S     I            A           T    E     W          O    G    D 
 
—Ambrose Beirce  (answer on Page 4) 

Knowing What Way You Want Your  
Dog to look. 

 

The easiest way to get the ‘look’ you want for your dog is 
by knowing what you want and clearly communicating it. 
Misunderstandings can be quite common in regards to 
dog haircuts and styles, just as they are for people 
having their own hair done up in salons. 
 
The main reason for this is that it’s often difficult to 
accurately describe a look you may have in mind. You 
know you want the hair to be shorter, for example, but 
your idea of ‘trim it up a bit’ might be completely 
different from a dog groomer’s idea. 
 
Don’t lose hope, though! There are a couple of things you 
can do to better communicate your ideas of how you 
want your dog to look. Firstly, try to find a picture of the 
style you want for your dog or ask to see photos of 
different styles for your particular breed.  
 
Then you need to think on the hair length because 
different blades are used to achieve vastly different hair 
lengths. For instance, sometimes people ask to have only 
a few centimetres of hair left on their dog, but are then 
shocked to see how short that really is! If you’re unsure 
of the measurement, hold the dog’s hair between your 
fingers to show how much hair you want removed.  
 
Most importantly you’ll need to consider the state that 
your dog’s coat is in first.  If you’ve been unable to keep 
their coat maintained through regular brushing and matts 
have built up in their coat then it’s very unlikely that 
you’ll get your dog back in the fluffy long style that you 
may want.  De-matting during grooming is painful and 
cruel to the dog and just not worth it to achieve a certain 
look.        
 
Feed back after the grooming appointment is also very 
important. Your likes and dislikes can be recorded on 
your dog’s record card which will help to ensure that your 
dog is always left looking the way you want it.  
 

Is Your Dog Overweight? 
 

Because obesity can lead to discomfort and health 
problems in dogs, it’s important that their weight is 
monitored—and we do what we can to control it if 
needed. Monitoring is especially important for older 
dogs and certain breeds that are prone to obesity. 
 

It’s actually quite simple to determine if dogs are 
heavier than ideal for their breed and build. The 
basic rule of thumb is you ought to be able to feel 
their backbone, and when pressing gently on their 
sides, you ought to be able to feel their ribs. When 
looking at them from the side, there should also be 
a discernable waist between their hipbones and the 
lower portion of their rib cage. 
 

If they look rather rounded and feel squishy on all 
sides, then they are at risk of developing heart 
disease, diabetes, and joint problems, among other 
conditions. Fortunately, there are things you can do 
to get them back in shape and in better health. 
 

Smaller portions of a higher-quality food can 
effectively reduce their weight. Due to the 
possibility of the suggested serving size being too 
much for your dog, you may want to ask your vet 
for personalised feeding guidelines. It’s also helpful 
to cut back on the number of treats they get. No 
need to feel bad for doing this—you could be saving 
their life! 
 

While decreasing the number of calories they 
consume, increase the amount of physical activity 
they get. Even an extra 10 minutes of walking each 
day can help them slim down. Depending on the 
severity of their obesity, you may need to gradually 
increase the amount of exercise they get. 
Otherwise, a sudden shift in activity level could put 
too much strain on their heart and limbs. 
  

“She hasn’t left that TV since they said Pudsey is 
going to be on Britain’s Got Talent this year again” 
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You know you love your dogs when: 
 

See 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Groomed and Living to Pawfection 
The Creedy Centre, 117 High Street, Crediton EX17 3LG 

Tel: 01363 777113 
www.groomedtopawfection.com 

Newsletter Copyright! 
 

This newsletter is provided to you every month so that I can 
give a little bit extra back to you.  The content has been 
carefully selected in order to provide you with the best possible 
information.  Hopefully you find it entertaining and useful.   
 

Much of the information and articles have been sourced from a 
Dog Grooming publication company and it is strictly copyright 
protected.  So I’m afraid it can’t be copied or re-used.  If you 
are ever given a newsletter from another groomer with similar 
information and articles, I’d be grateful if you’d let me know.  

Get This Newsletter Every Month! 
 

To continue to provide you with information, help and a little bit 
of fun, we publish this newsletter at the beginning of every 
month.  There will always be a copy available for you.  We will 
be sending them out via email and they will be on facebook and 
our website. 
 

So if you’d like your newsletter emailed to you every month just 
leave us your email address or request your newsletter by 
sending us an email.  Once you’re on our list we’ll send you a 
copy every month.  

The information provided in this newsletter and on any additional documents herein is for guidance purposes only.  It must not be construed as veterinary or 
legal advice.  Always seek fully trained veterinary advice if you have a health issue with your pet.  As far as is reasonably practical the publisher endeavors to 
ensure that this information is accurate and correct.  However the publisher cannot be held responsible for inaccuracies, omissions or mistakes.  Neither can 

we be held liable for any damages, howsoever caused, resulting from the information contained in this document.   
If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter please let us know.  

Word Scramble Answer: 
 

‘The most affectionate creature in the world is a 
wet dog’. 

Caring for Your Dog’s Eyes 
 
Canine eye care is typically left to vets, and 
for good reason, but there are a few things 
you can do to prevent some of the common 
canine eye troubles and protect your dog’s 
eyes. 
 
1) Keep the hair clipped away from your dog’s 
eyes, because long hairs can scratch at their 
corneas. These hairs also trap moisture in the 
hair around their eyes, which leads to 
matting, irritation and discoloration. 
 
2) Use a canine-approved ophthalmic solution 
or ointment to protect their eyes from soaps 
and water before they swim or bathe at 
home. 
 
3) Gently wipe the hair around their eyes with 
a soft, wet cloth if they’ve any drainage or 
buildup on the hair. It’s much easier to 
remove these irritants before they’ve dried 
against the skin. 
 
4) Have a thorough look at your dog’s eyes 
regularly, and contact your vet if you see 
anything abnormal. Eyes are susceptible to 
infection and injury, especially within certain 
breeds, but early detection can lessen or 
eliminate the long-term impact they have on a 
dog’s eye health. 
 

A Summer Gone to the Dogs! 
 

If you’re looking for truly special activities to 
share with your dogs this summer, look into the 
sports and tasks your dogs were bred to master, 
and then practise those tasks with them. 
 

For scent hounds, set up a tracking game or play 
hide and seek to let them put their noses to work. 
Play lots of fetch with your retrievers, and 
remember: some retrievers love to fetch toys 
from the water!  
 

If your dog’s a herder, talk with trainers on how 
to set up a herding activity. Or, maybe see if 
there is a dog agility team or course near you. 
Toy herding will do if this isn’t possible; what 
matters to the dog is that they’re able to practice 
their instinctual skills. 
 

Your dog’s breed and personality can help you 
choose the best games for them, so it’s really a 
matter of identifying their strengths and finding 
activities to suit them. 
 

If you’ve a mixed-breed dog, try to figure out 
which of their genetic traits they lean towards, as 
this will help you choose a game they’re naturally 
inclined to play. 
 

And, of course, you can always enrol them in 
specialised dog training courses to give them lots 
of practise and exercise throughout the season. 
 


